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Initial jottings to establish possible correspondences between America and other empires.
  See also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_longest_empires 
1 Tabular Comparison

Ordered chronologically by event dates of the American Empire:
	
	British Empire
	Classical Athens
	Nazi Germany (The Third Reich)
	Roman Empire
	American Empire

	Dominance Overthrown to establish the Republic
	
	480 BC Defeat of the Persian Xerxes
	
	Etruscan Kings from Etruria (Modern Tuscany)
	The British

	Trigger Event leading to revolution & republic
	
	
	
	510 BC Sextus rapes Lucretia 
	1765 Stamp Act; 1767 Townshend Acts; 1770 Boston Massacre 

	Principles of Governance

	1215 Magna Carta
	
	
	Checks & balances, Collegiality
, term limits
, compromise & consensus

	1787 & 1789  US Constitution & 1791 Bill of Rights 

	Greatest Legislator/republican


	
	Pericles 449-431 BC or Demosthenes
	
	Cicero but also arguably Brutus & Cassius
	George Washington?  Alexander Hamilton?

	Time extent of the Republic/Democracy
	
	478-404 BC
	
	509 to 27BC
	1775 to perhaps 2004

	Person most embodying the Republic’s ideals
	
	
	
	506circa-503 BC Publius Valerius Publicola, third consul but the first to personify its values
	1801-1809 Thomas Jefferson, third president

	First war of choice to gain control of territory

	1500s? Henry VII
	48 BC?
44BC?
	
	
	1898 Phillipines
1803 Louisiana Purchase

	Time extent of continuous warfare
	
	
	
	
	1941-present

	Emergence with unquestioned dominance
	1815 - after
	
	
	
	1945 – after

	Trigger event leading to Dictatorship
	
	413 BC Sept: Sicilian Expedition Wipeout?
	1933/02/27 The Reichstag fire
	Caesar crosses the Rubicon 49 BC
	2001/09/11 ? “September 11”

	Beginning of dictatorships
	
	
	
	48BC Julius Caesar (“dictator for life”) or Octavian (Augustus), first Roman Emperor
	

	Beginning of the Empire
	
	
	
	
	See later Section.

	Zenith of the Empire
	1840-1930
	450 BC
	1934-1940
	
	1880-1960

	Dictator’s private army
	
	
	
	The Emperor’s Praetorian Guard
	1947 CIA created.  1953 CIA secretly overthrows democratically elected Government of Iran.

	Change from conscripted ad hoc armies or reserves to standing army
	
	
	
	~100BC (Caius Marius)
	1973

	Maximum extent of empire measured by # of major bases
	36 as of 1898AD
	
	
	37 as of 117AD
	38
 as of 2007AD

	Empire’s Decisive Defeat in War
	
	431BC Peloponnesian War
	1945 World War II
	
	

	Devolution from initial “good” dictatorships
	
	
	
	44BC Assassination of  Julius Caesar with the ascension of Octavian, his “much  more ruthless” grand-nephew
	Assassination of Bush 43  with the ascension of (military takeover by) Tommy Franks
??

	
	
	
	
	
	


2 America’s Standing Army

Search for "military Keynesianism" "military-industrial complex" draft or something similar.
	1862/08
	Lincoln imposes a draft, defending this decision on the basis of putting down a domestic insurrection.


	1917/05/18
	Woodrow Wilson adopts conscription as he persuades Congress to declare war on Germany and Austria in 1917. War was declared on April 7, 1917. The draft law was passed on May 18.

	1973/06/01
	All-volunteer military in the United States became a reality during the Vietnam War.

	1999
	HR 2684 eliminates funding for the Selective Service System


3 When the USA became an Empire
3.1 Willie
The Privateer 2010 Late March by Bill Buckler

“For an Empire (which is what the US has been since the end of WWII and even more since the fall of the USSR), both continuity at the top and the power of the executive office have always been vital.”

3.2 Supkis
March 16, 2010 Empires Always Exist, The Question Is, Which Ones? by Elaine Meinel Supkis

“…………   This takes me to another topic: there are readers here who get really mad at me when I discuss sovereignty and empires.  I have been writing online for many years.  Long before I began my own blog, I argued with people online about the nature of empires and sovereignty.  I discovered that the first task was to explain to people that the US has been an expanding empire since 1812.

This usually caused howls of protest.  But it is painfully obvious: the Louisiana Purchase more than doubled the size of US-claims on territory.  This land was occupied by the natives who lived here much longer, of course.  Subjugating the natives was a 100 year battle.  By 1850, the US had gone to war with Mexico which recently freed itself from the dying Spanish Empire and redoubled our territorial claims.  Then we had the Spanish/American war which expanded our power even further.  But back at the very beginning, the earliest Presidents asserted US sphere of influence powers covered the entire North American/South American continents and all islands on this half of the planet.

That is, even when the US was a very weak and quite small country, during the Napoleonic Wars, we had big imperial plans which were carried out completely.  By 1900, we were asserting our military and political and economic power all the way to China, the entire Pacific Ocean and to the shores of Europe!  This is hyperimperialism and we were not the world’s biggest empire at all!”
� Please ignore this formatting trick.


� The practice of having at least two people, and always an even number (none of whom had seniority or superiority over the other), in each magistrate position.


� Office holders were normally limited to one year terms and could be reelected to the same office only after waiting ten years.


� Office holders could veto the acts of their equals.


� There are more than 737 bases, total!


� Franks has now said, in print, that in case of another 9/11 he believes that the American Army has no choice but to take over the American Government. 5:50


� The Confederacy also imposed the draft, on the basis of defending against foreign invasion.
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